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Conserve, protect and enhance fish
and wildlife resources

MDIFW’S Mission



Funding for Nongame Species

• Game species
• Pittman-Robertson

(wild birds and
mammals)

• Dingle-Johnson
(sport fish)

• Nongame
• No stable source
• 2001: Wildlife

Conservation and
Restoration
Program

• State Wildlife
Grants (SWG)



Match Sources for SWG

Non-federal match required
(typically 35-25%)



The SWG Program

IS IS NOT

• Nation’s core
program to prevent
listing

• Supported by >
3,000 groups

– Strong bipartisan
support

• Non-regulatory

• Cooperative effort
with partners

• Land use plan

• Land acquisition plan

• New T/E species plan



In order to qualify for State
Wildlife Grants, each state must

have a Wildlife Action Plan



How much SWG funding does
Maine receive?

~$48 million nationally



Wildlife Action Plans:
8 Required Elements

1. Species of Greatest Conservation

Need (SGCN)

2. Habitats

3. Stressors

4. Conservation actions

5. Monitoring standards

6. Coordination with partners

7. Public participation



Maine’s First Wildlife Action Plan:
2005

An historic opportunity and challenge to provide
effective and visionary leadership in conservation of

all wildlife occurring in Maine

•



A Look Back …
Maine’s 2005 Wildlife Action Plan

• Landscape conservation

focus

• Single-species

planning for

those “at risk”



A Look Back …
213 SGCN’s Designated in Maine



Other 2005 Plan Outcomes

• 21 key habitat types

• 140 Focus Areas of
Statewide Ecological
Significance

• Identified hundreds of
stressors to SGCN and
actions to address them



SWG Accomplishments 2005-
Present

1. Surveys and
inventories

2. Research

3. Population
management

4. Habitat conservation

5. Education and
outreach



Case Study: Spotted and
Blanding’s Turtle Conservation



Case Study: Spotted and
Blanding’s Turtle Conservation



SWG Accomplishments in Maine

Beginning with Habitat

- The premise of Beginning with Habitat [BwH] is that local
planning undertaken with the knowledge of local natural
resources will allow Maine’s towns and cities to grow and
develop and conserve open space for fish, wildlife, and plant
habitat.

- BwH compiled data on water resources, riparian habitats,
high value plant and animal habitats, focus areas of
statewide ecological significance, undeveloped habitat
blocks, and habitat connections. BwH made these data
available in both printed and digital formats, including an
interactive, on-line map service.



In order to qualify for State
Wildlife Grants, each state must

have a Wildlife Action Plan

Must be updated every ten years



• October 1, 2015 deadline

• Must be approved by USFWS

• New requirements /expectations

Revising Maine’s Wildlife Action
Plan



A Look Forward … 2015
National Guidance

• Much more prioritization!!

• Much more collaboration!!

• Strive for succinct plans!

• Performance monitoring

standards

• Adaptive management

• Address climate change

issues



Why Species Prioritization?
Maine’s Perspective

$477,284/213 species: ~ $2,300/species



A Look Forward … 2015

Maine’s Additional Revision Themes

• A state plan, not just MDIFW

– Develop plan with partners

• Include marine fauna

• Transparency in SGCN selection

• Umbrella plan for most wildlife

• Database driven & updateable

• NE regional compatibility

• Plan brevity, modules, and links



From This:



To This:



Maine’s 2015 Plan:
Over 100 Conservation Partners



Where are we in the revision?

1. SGCN

2. Habitats

3. Stressors

4. Conservation actions

5. Monitoring standards

6. Review

7. Coordination with partners

8. Public participation

Summer 2015: Draft

Oct. 1, 2015: Final



Approach to Stressors and Actions

Coarse Filter: Habitats

Fine Filter: SGCN



2015: ~374
Priority 1: 58 spp.
Priority 2: 131 spp.
Priority 3: 185 spp.

2015 Total Draft SGCN



Habitat Stressors (IUCN)



SGCN Stressors (IUCN)
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Conservation Action Development



Conservation Action Development



Linking SGCN, Habitats, Stressors, and
Actions



The Database



The Database: A Powerful Tool



Draft Documents Available Online

http://www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/reports/MWAP2015.html



How to Get Involved

Email: mainewildlifeactionplan@gmail.com
amanda.f.shearin@maine.gov

Web: www.maine.gov/ifw/wildlife/reports/MWAP2015.html
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